%@'@?&E"’i@fﬁ can %‘}
handle it. Where E

DAM FINWEL NEVER
planned on becoming a
whistleblower. But after
he twold a trade reporter
rwo and half vears ago
that his ageney, the Ce-
3 1;7&@;0:141 Safety &
;mi h m:hu“, stration, was falling to pro-
oy 3 own inspectors from a workplace
denger, Finkel was attacked and demoted,
-z charge OSHA dsputes. So he
d 2 whistleblower complaint. Now, he’s
ining & certain measure of vindication,
dement of s case brought Finkel
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disturbing: In late March, O8HA dis-
wit 10 of 271 inspectors tested have
sepsitized” to the toxic metal bery
13, puting them at risk for & potentially
lung disease,

Sinee bervllium is wsed in an inoreas-
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xic to the workers who
{ ISHA been?

ing number of products,
from cell phones and

computers o cars and Eall
: ; ollow
golf clubs, the results béigﬁi'

have broader implica-
tions. I O8HAs own in-
spectors,  who  make
farief, infreqmm vigits to
plants, are breathing in
worrisome amounts of
bm‘yﬂium. what about
tens of thousands of
workers who il with i
daily?  There’s  over-
whelming evidence,
Finkel and bervlHum ex-
perts say, that the current half-century:
old standard for bervllitnn exposure ig
woefully inadequate. Yet OS8La has fafled
to tighten it “1 think 0814 is really just
abdicating irs vesponsibility” says epb
(hmmlogm David M. Michaels of
George Washington University, and a for-
mer Secretary mi the Energy Dept,

Not so, agency officials retort. “The
agency has never stopped working on
beryllium, but the process [of issuing a
new standard] is difficult and cumber-
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19408, two health offi- 5
cials hastly caleulated an 3
expostre Hmit for berylli- =2
win, S6ll the official stan- &

dard, i limits workers” ex
posura to 2 millionths of 3
gram of beryliinmn dust
per cubic merer of i, av-
eraged over eight hours.
The standard kept work-
ers from dying atler a fow
days or weeks on the job,
bt doesin’t protect every-
one ageinst the chronic
disease, “We know peo-
;"ie are getting sick at the
> savs Michaels,
. . Energy Dept. started a
i3] th 10905 to test thousands of
wex i s weapons faeilites, une
e humedveds of cases of discase, It
pexiesd m;mda on beryllium ex-
Ametican Con-
iiﬁ‘exf‘ﬂﬂ}*’?li&l Industrial Hy-
gientstd fssued w deafl report this year
sramending that the limit be cut to £
one hundredth of #ts current value,
Even the nation’s kading producer of
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